DRINKING WATER SAFETY PLANNING
Managing drinking water quality for better public health

*& Traditional Approach

Drinking water suppliers are usually required to verify that the quality of
water supplied is in compliance with national standards or international
guidelines. But, by the time tests are completed and results show that
the water quality is not safe, thousands of people may have already
consumed the water and become sick. Notification comes too late!
Moreover even with frequent testing, the vast majority of water supplied
to consumers will never be tested. Therefore an over reliance on end-
of-pipe monitoring is both inadequate and can be expensive.
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*& Advantages

° Better health of people through reduced risk of water-related
disease

° Improved access to safe drinking water supplies

e Improved water quality and water quantity

e  Promotes inter-sectoral stakeholder cooperation

° Improved stakeholders’ understanding of the complete water
supply chain and the risks

e Opportunities for low-cost improvements to operations and
management practices identified

e  Cost savings through improved efficiency
e Consumer confidence in drinking water supply

° Increased reliance on actual field inspection rather than relying
just on water quality testing at laboratory

*& Implementing the Drinking Water Safety

Planning Approach Will Reduce Disease

For the reasons above, the WHO Guidelines now recommend
the development and implementation of Drinking Water Safety
Plans. A Drinking Water Safety Plan is a holistic, systematic, and
integrated management approach used to identify and prioritize
potential threats to water quality at each step in a specific system’s
water supply chain - from catchment to consumer - and implement
best practices to mitigate those threats and ensure quality drinking
water.

Drinking Water Safety Planning is applicable to all water supply
systems, irrespective of their size or complexity. This means it
is applicable for large and small, urban and rural water supply
systems. Implementation of the approach requires commitment
and support from high-level management as there may be some
financial and technical implications.
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°s Key Steps $& Implementation in the Pacific

As part of ongoing efforts to improve drinking water safety
Assemble the DWSP team and health, the SOPAC division of SPC and WHO are
implementing the DWSP framework in selected Pacific
island countries including Cook Islands, Fiji, Marshall
Islands, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu. DWSPs
have been developed for pilot water supply systems in
these participating countries. The next steps include
implementation and review of the Plans, and efforts to scale
up DWSP to all drinking water supplies both in-country and
regionally.

Describe the water supply

Identify hazards and prioritise what needs action %2 Contact

For further assistance or guidance and resources on developing and
implementing DWSPs, please visit www.pacificwater.org or e-mail
wash@sopac.org

Resources are also available at http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_
) ) ) : health/dwag/en/
Identify corrective actions and develop an improvement

schedule
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